
 
 

POST-COVID19 LOCKDOWN UPDATE FROM THE WHOW TRUST, JUNE 2020 

 

OBJECTIVE 

This document summarises the Trust’s initial thinking ‘post-COVID19’ on development of the scale and nature of 

the WHoW Aquasports Park project in light of the pandemic event and its impacts. During ‘Lockdown’ the Trust 

completed the prefeasibility study report and furthered discussion with interested parties regarding timing of and 

funding for progression of the project to the next full feasibility stage, conditional on Council consideration of the 

Project at its 2 June 2020 meeting.  

 

As indicated in the Prefeasibility Key Points Summary, the bulk of the work on it was delivered prior to the 

lockdown. Due to the uncertain ongoing timeframe of the pandemic and how its economic effects may be felt and 

over what timeframe, the first element of the full feasibility study will be review of the scope, assumptions and 

outcomes of the financial and economic impact modelling input to the prefeasibility study. While this is prudent, 

it does not in our opinion invalidate the strategic case for the project, but may impact its staging and timing.  

 

PROJECT CONTEXT POST-COVID19  

It is important to note the timing of this project involves several stages of progression through full feasibility, 

investment confirmation, consenting, detailed design and construction. It was and remains several years in the 

making provided each of the necessary steps are successful to enable moving to the next stage. 

  

While the major share of projected visitation of the Aquasports Park is from within Greater Christchurch both 

domestic and international visitor users remain an important element to project viability. Both these sectors have 

been affected by the pandemic and recovery of international tourism will be protracted. That said, both regional 

and national tourism and trade agencies are seeking and planning for recovery.  

 

Key to that will be having in the medium term reasons to visit and spend time – attractions more that might have 

otherwise been necessary to move Greater Christchurch from ‘gateway to destination’.   

 

This project has from the Trust’s perspective always been a regeneration project. We believe there is now another 

a powerful reason to take this project to full feasibility stage testing - to aid in the recovery of North Canterbury, 

wider Christchurch, South Island & New Zealand during the Post-COVID19 recovery over coming years. 

 

Our recent discussions with ChristchurchNZ and NZ Trade & Enterprise confirms this view. New Zealand has had 

significant investment in visitor accommodation, but not visitor attractions that will be key to overcoming any 

perceptions of and reinvigorating visitation to Greater Christchurch, still affected by earthquake association.     

 

A project of such nature will be seen as a post-COVID19 regeneration catalyst  

 

Driving an economic recovery through the creation of jobs and investment into local recreational and 

environmental infrastructure for the benefit of future generations’ means there is no better time to get this project 

started. This project provides for promotion of job’s through all stages of the project, aiding in revitalising the 

tourism sector and frankly ‘providing a beacon of hope’ for the future.  

 

The project can be staged and timed to be ready when the world is ‘back open for business’. A Stage 1 

Development of a new water body and cable park facility would provide jobs and a domestic travel drawcard. 

Starting Land Remediation & Landscape/Forest Regeneration could be undertaken in this period, providing jobs 

and social/ecological benefits. Full Park completion should coincide with International tourism recovery. 

 



 
NZ Trade & Enterprise is the investment arm for the New Zealand Government’s tourism strategy: 

Our initial, high level, assessment suggests this project has the potential to result in an investable proposition to 

support the tourism sector in the region and will likely have the following benefits: provide significant employment 

opportunities to the local community during and post construction, add a high-quality tourism product to the 

regional offering, and provide economic benefits to the community and New Zealand. 

 

ChristchurchNZ is the major tourism and economic development agency in Greater Christchurch:  

This project has the ability to attract high volume and longer stay visitations to the Canterbury area both 

domestically and internationally. Its three prong product offering provides economies of scale and a broader 

market appeal necessary to ensure viability and visitor decision to extend time in the greater Christchurch area. 

The undoubted wider employment implications and broader community income dispersal will be crystallised 

through further feasibility plans. 

 

 
  Source: ChristchurchNZ Visitor Economy Recovery Forum, 14 May 2020 

 

The economic and social benefits resulting from the AP’s development will include increased employment, 

investment, leisure and F&B facilities, and visitor expenditure. WHoW Aquasports Park provides significant value 

in an economic, social and environmental areas, which also enhances sustainable productivity for the future, 

providing jobs during and post construction and enhancement of land & water for future generations. This project 

aligns well with the developing city aspiration of exploration and wellbeing. 

 

Matt Doocey: MP for Waimakariri 

With the Trust's aim being to develop an aquatic recreational area in Greater Christchurch that will be an asset to 

future generations and contribute to our community’s water safety, health and wellbeing, locating the Aquasports 

Park in Waimakariri is a natural fit.  

 

The Aquasports Park provides both Kaiapoi and Greater Christchurch an opportunity to rebuild and reposition itself 

as an attractive visitor destination. The Aquasports Park should provide employment for Kaiapoi residents and 

result in several downstream and associated economic and social benefits to a town that is regenerating. 

 

Sam Stubbs - Simplicity CEO… 
“The biggest opportunities will be in the areas hit hardest, Tourism & Hospitality.” 
“A global issue is a golden opportunity.” 
 
Jason Paris - Vodafone CEO... 
“If we do level 4 properly, we will be the first country in the world to be COVID free.” 
“Be the best L4, L3 then post COVID country in the world” 
“Do the hard yards now and reap rewards in 2-3 years when the world is on stream again” 
 



 
 
 
Geoff Ross - MOA/42 Below CEO... 
“After this society will have a different filter on what is important... well-being & sociability will be first” 
“This is a chance to re-imagine what the world will be.” 
 
Roger Dennis – Futurist... 
“As a COVID free nation NZ will have a rarity proposition unique in the world.” 
 

Sandrine Dixson-Declève, Co-President of the Club of Rome 
“A proper Recovery Plan needs responsible leaders who are willing to build a resilient well-being economy fostering 
regenerative growth and sufficiency. This crisis has taught us that we can all change, transform our systems and 
behave differently when in crisis. Let’s not go back to business as usual.” 
 

Heather Warwick ENC CEO: 

"ENC board, the two Councils and our staff continue to work hard to support local businesses and promote the 

North Canterbury environment to attract new business opportunities. The two that are very much front of mind for 

us is the WHoW project and the Wheels to Waipara Cycle Trail. Both worthy tourism projects that we believe will 

stimulate not just NC but CHC and Canterbury’s domestic tourism economy in the first instance and 

then international when safe".  

 

Mark Binns Chairman Infrastructure Reference Group: 

The IRG report was sent to the Economic Development Minister Phil Twyford and Infrastructure Minister Shane 

Jones on Monday 18 May, together with a list of 802 projects for consideration by the Government. We are pleased 

to inform you that your project WHoW Aquasports Park - Stage 1- Shovel Ready Infrastructure Project was included 

on the list to Ministers. 

 

Tony Joseph WHoW Charitable Trust Chairperson: 

The time is now, to focus on delivering something for generations to come and deliver on the social outcomes 

that are much needed in this Post-COVID19 response, so we say, “Why Not Now”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You – WHoW Charitable Trust June 2020 

 

 


